101.   LETTER TO MADAN MOHAN MALAVITA

BOMBAY,
Saturday, Magh Sud 8 [February 8, 1919]

DEAR BROTHER,

I read all the speeches on the Rowlatt Bills today, I was
much distressed. The Viceroy's speech is disappointing. Under
the circumstances I at any rate hope that all the Indian members
will leave the Select Committee or, if necessary, even the Council,
and launch a countrywide agitation. You and other members
have said that if the Rowlatt Bills are passed a massive agitation
would be launched the like of which has not been seen in India.
Mr* Lowndes* said that the Government were not afraid of the
agitation that is going on. He is right. Even if you held a
hundred thousand meetings all over India what difference would
it make? I am not yet fully decided but I feel that when the
Government bring in an obnoxious law the people will be entitled
to defy their other laws as well If we do not now show the
strength of the people, even the reforms we are to get will be
useless. In my opinion you should all make it clear to the Govern-
ment that so long as the Rowlatt Bills are there you will pay no
taxes and will advise the people also not to pay them, I know
that to give such advice is to assume a great responsibility* But
unless we do something really big they will not feel any respect
for us. And we cannot hope to get anything from people who do
not respect us. What the Viceroy has said about the Civil Service
and about British trade does not seem right to me, The power
of the Civil Service must be drastically curtailed. And it is certain
that the protection the British are giving to their trade will not
be available to it after India becomes independent. Today they
enjoy far more rights than we do.

Tomorrow I go to the Ashram. Kindly send your reply
there.
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